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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 22 recites the limitation "configured as one of the participant 
communications devices of Claim 11 in lines 1 -2. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim because Claim 22 does not depend from Claim 1 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 21 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Brems et 



al. (US 2005/0143135) 
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Regarding Claim 21, Brems teaches a communications device authorized to 
receive for carrying out a survey of a plurality of participant communications devices, 
comprising a transmission unit for sending a response signal by sending, at least once, 
a specific request signal associated with the communications device to request an 
exclusive transmission right (Sections 0009 lines 8-12, 0062, the user that has 
control of the floor during the group call can talk about a myhad of subjects to the other 
members of the group, which renders a scenario wherein the user can ask the opinions 
of the other group members or ask the other group members to vote on a particular 
subject or issue thus effectively surveying said group members, in order for said group 
members to respond with their opinions or votes said members will need to request 
control of the floor). 

Regarding Claim 22, Brems teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claim 

21 . Brems further teaches the communications device configured as one of the 
participant communications devices of claim 1 1 (Figure 33, the handsets are the 
communication devices). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,158 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2618 

6. Claims 1 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brems et al. (US 2005/0143135) in Heinonen et al. (US 6,418,308) 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Brems teaches a method for carrying out a survey of a 
plurality of participant communications devices, which comprises: assigning only a 
respective one of the communications devices an exclusive transmission right to 
transmit at least one useful message during a given authorization period, on a basis of 
a specific request signal of the one communication device (Sections 0009 lines 8-12, 
0062, it is well established in the PTT art that in order to gain access to the floor there 
needs to be a request to gain access to the floor, when said request and access is 
granted the device that has control of the floor has the exclusive right to transmit and 
the other devices in the group are in listen mode, the user that has control of the floor 
during the group call can talk about a myriad of subjects to the other members of the 
group, which renders a scenario wherein the user can ask the opinions of the other 
group members or ask the other group members to vote on a particular subject or 
issue thus effectively surveying said group members) and assigning the other 
participant communications devices only a reception right to receive at least one useful 
message during the given authorization period (Sections 0009 lines 8 - 12, 0062, it is 
well established in the PTT art that in order to gain access to the floor there needs to 
be a request to gain access to the floor, when said request and access is granted the 
device that has control of the floor has the exclusive right to transmit and the other 
devices in the group are in listen mode); the respective participant communications 
device is enabled to provide a respective response signal to a survey by transmitting 
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the specific request signal at least once as the response signal for requesting the 
exclusive transmission right (Sections 0009 lines 8-12, 0062, the user that has 
control of the floor during the group call can talk about a myriad of subjects to the other 
members of the group, which renders a scenario wherein the user can ask the opinions 
of the other group members or ask the other group members to vote on a particular 
subject or issue thus effectively surveying said group members, in order for said group 
members to respond with their opinions or votes said members will need to request 
control of the floor). 

Brems does not teach determining, with the one communications device 
authorized to transmit, a time response window for the survey of the participant 
communications devices, within which time response window the respective participant 
communications device is enabled to provide a respective response signal to the 
survey by transmitting the specific request signal at least once as the response signal 
for requesting the exclusive transmission right. 

Heinonen, which also teaches the surveying of mobile users, teaches 
determining a time response window for the survey of the participant communication 
devices, within which time response window the respective participant communications 
device is enabled to provide a respective response signal to the survey (Cols. 6 lines 
54 - 67, 7 lines 1 - 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Brems with the above concept of 
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Heinonen for the purpose of enabling the surveyor the get responses in a prompt 
fashion as taught by Heinonen. 

Regarding Claim 19, Brems teaches a method for carrying out a survey of a 
plurality of participant communications devices, which comprises: receiving a specific 
request signal for an exclusive transmission right from one communications device of 
the plurality of participant communications devices; assigning the one communications 
device an exclusive transmission right to transmit a useful message during a given 
authorization period (Sections 0009 lines 8-12, 0062, it is well established in the PTT 
art that in order to gain access to the floor there needs to be a request to gain access 
to the floor, when said request and access is granted the device that has control of the 
floor has the exclusive right to transmit and the other devices in the group are in listen 
mode, the user that has control of the floor during the group call can talk about a 
myriad of subjects to the other members of the group, which renders a scenario 
wherein the user can ask the opinions of the other group members or ask the other 
group members to vote on a particular subject or issue thus effectively surveying said 
group members); assigning the remaining participant communications devices only a 
reception right to receive a useful message during the given authorization period 
(Sections 0009 lines 8- 12, 0062, it is well established in the PTT art that in order to 
gain access to the floor there needs to be a request to gain access to the floor, when 
said request and access is granted the device that has control of the floor has the 
exclusive right to transmit and the other devices in the group are in listen mode); 
enabling a respective participant communications device to provide a response signal 
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to the survey by transmitting the specific request signal at least once as the response 
signal for requesting the exclusive transmission right (Sections 0009 lines 8-12, 0062, 
the user that has control of the floor during the group call can talk about a myriad of 
subjects to the other members of the group, which renders a scenario wherein the user 
can ask the opinions of the other group members or ask the other group members to 
vote on a particular subject or issue thus effectively surveying said group members, in 
order for said group members to respond with their opinions or votes said members will 
need to request control of the floor). 

Brems does not teach defining, with the one communications device, a time 
response window for receiving response signals from the participant communications 
devices; and enabling a respective participant communications device to provide a 
response signal to the survey by transmitting the specific request signal at least once 
as the response signal for requesting the exclusive transmission right. 

Heinonen, which also teaches the surveying of mobile users, teaches defining, 
with the one communications device, a time response window for receiving response 
signals from the participant communications devices; and enabling a respective 
participant communications device to provide a response signal to the survey (Cols. 6 
lines 54 - 67, 7 lines 1 - 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Brems with the above concept of 
Heinonen for the purpose of enabling the surveyor the get responses in a prompt 
fashion as taught by Heinonen. 
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Regarding Claim 20, Brems teaches a communications device with authorization 
to transmit for carrying out a survey of a plurality of participant communications 
devices, comprising: a reception unit for receiving an exclusive transmission right to 
transmit at least one useful message during an authorization period, on the basis of a 
specific request signal thereof (Sections 0009 lines 8- 12, 0062, it is well established in 
the PTT art that in order to gain access to the floor there needs to be a request to gain 
access to the floor, when said request and access is granted the device that has 
control of the floor has the exclusive right to transmit and the other devices in the group 
are in listen mode, the user that has control of the floor during the group call can talk 
about a myriad of subjects to the other members of the group, which renders a 
scenario wherein the user can ask the opinions of the other group members or ask the 
other group members to vote on a particular subject or issue thus effectively surveying 
said group members), while other participant communications devices can only be 
assigned a reception right to receive at least one useful message (Sections 0009 lines 
8-12, 0062, it is well established in the PTT art that in order to gain access to the floor 
there needs to be a request to gain access to the floor, when said request and access 
is granted the device that has control of the floor has the exclusive right to transmit and 
the other devices in the group are in listen mode); provide a respective response signal 
to the survey by transmitting, at least once, a specific request signal associated with 
the communications device for requesting the exclusive transmission right as the 
response signal; and a transmission unit configured to transmit the response signal by 
sending, at least once, the specific request signal requesting an exclusive transmission 
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right (Sections 0009 lines 8-12, 0062, the user that has control of the floor during the 
group call can talk about a myriad of subjects to the other members of the group, which 
renders a scenario wherein the user can ask the opinions of the other group members 
or ask the other group members to vote on a particular subject or issue thus effectively 
surveying said group members, in order for said group members to respond with their 
opinions or votes said members will need to request control of the floor). 

Brems does not teach a processing unit connected to said reception unit for 
determining a time window during which each communications device participating in 
the survey is enabled to provide a respective response signal to the survey by 
transmitting, at least once, a specific request signal associated with the 
communications device for requesting the exclusive transmission right as the response 
signal; and a transmission unit configured to transmit the response signal by sending, 
at least once, the specific request signal requesting an exclusive transmission right. 

Heinonen, which also teaches the surveying of mobile users, teaches a 
processing unit connected to said reception unit for determining a time window during 
which each communications device participating in the survey is enabled to provide a 
respective response signal to the survey (Cols. 6 lines 54 - 67, 7 lines 1 - 3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Brems with the above concept of 
Heinonen for the purpose of enabling the surveyor the get responses in a prompt 
fashion as taught by Heinonen. 
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Regarding Claim 12, Brems in view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Brems does not teach wherein the respective 
communications device is a device selected from the group consisting of a mobile 
communications device according to the UMTS standard or the GSM standard, a 
landline device according to the ISDN standard, and a computer unit connected to the 
Internet and/or an intranet. 

Heinonen, which also teaches wireless devices that respond to surveys, teaches 
a mobile communication device according to the GSM standard (Col. 5 lines 47 - 48). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mobile devices of Brems with the above GSM 
feature of Heinonen for the purpose of providing a more versatile mobile device that 
can operate in interconnect mode or push-to-talk mode. 

Regarding Claim 1 3, Brems In view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Brems further teaches triggering the request signal for 
requesting the exclusive transmission right to transmit the useful message by actuation 
of a key on the communications device (Section 0062). 

Regarding Claim 14, Brems In view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Brems further teaches generating the response signal 
by actuating a respective key on the respective communications device (Section 0062) 
Heinonen further teaches responding during the time response window (Cols. 6 lines 
54 - 67, 7 lines 1 - 3). 
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Regarding Claim 15, Brems in view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Heinonen further teaches evaluating the respective 
response signal with an evaluation unit during the time response window (Col. 7 lines 9 
- 13, the response signals are analyzed, the data system is the evaluation unit). 

Regarding Claim 16, Brems in view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Brems does not teach wherein the evaluation unit is 
integrated in the communications device having authorization to transmit. 

Heinonen, which also teaches wireless devices that respond to surveys, teaches 
wherein the evaluation unit is integrated in the communications device that transmits 
the survey (Col. 7 lines 9-13, the response signals are analyzed, the data system is 
the evaluation unit, which is a part of the communication unit). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mobile device of Brems with the data system of 
Heinonen for the purpose of analyzing the opinion poll or survey such that statistics 
can be created as taught by Heinonen. 

Regarding Claim 17, Brems in view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Heinonen further teaches overwriting the response 
signal, provided by a communications device, with a following further response signal 
within the time response window (Col. 6 lines 54 - 67, this renders a scenario wherein 
the user changes his or her response from the previous response, for example, from 
"yes" to "no", the "no" response effectively overwrites the "yes" response). 
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Regarding Claim 18, Brems in view of Heinonen teaches all of the claimed 
limitations recited in Claim 1 1 . Brems further teaches selectively limiting or expanding 
a control and/or request function of the communications devices participating in the 
survey during the survey (Section 0062, only one member at a time will be able to 
respond thus only one member will have control of the floor, this effectively limits the 
floor control capability of the other members that are trying to gain control of an already 
controlled floor). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAYMOND S. DEAN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7877. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:00-2:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F. Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Raymond S Dean/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
Raymond S. Dean 
March 3, 2010 



